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By Debra Fisher
Staff Writer
 
 Early Tuesday morning 
May 28th while most of our 
community was finishing 
breakfast, a little-known piece 
of our history made a trip from 
the Arkansaw-Durand middle 
school(now closed) in Arkan-
saw to it’s final resting place on 
Washington Square in Durand.  
The tower is the original bell 
and bell tower from the Big Ar-
kansaw rural one room school.  

By Debra Fisher
Staff Writer
  On Thursday afternoon, 
June 13th, the Hope Farm 
School opened its door to the 
public for the first time.  A 
relatively new venture, the 
Hope Farm School located on 
Foster Road east of Stockholm 
offers an integrated, residential 
education experience for inner 
city boys primarily from the 
Twin Cities area.
 Currently there are a dozen 
boys ranging from middle 
school to high school ages who 
live, work and learn on the 
farm Monday through Friday.  
They return home or to a host 
family in the Twin Cities area 
on Friday night and are picked 
up late Sunday afternoon to 
return to the school grounds. 
During summer sessions, fun-
damentals in reading and math 
are targeted during truncated 
coursework in the morning.  
The better part of the day the 
boys are learning a variety 
of skills working outside and 
with their hands, applying 
academic concepts in real life 
situations.  Students are given 
a jurisdiction to maintain.  That 
jurisdiction could be caring 

Ding. Dong. Rings the Bell. New location for bell tower
During the 2004 bell tower 
project spearheaded by the 
Pepin County Historical Soci-
ety, member Bernard Brantner 
took the tower apart board by 
board and completely repaired 
and rebuilt the bell tower in his 
shop, prior to installing the bell 
just outside the gym entrance 
of the middle school.  
 The school building and 
part of the grounds have been 
recently sold.  The moment 
was right to move the bell 
tower.  Durand Builders was 

contracted to build the new 8 
foot by 8 foot concrete pad, 
and to coordinate the lifting and 
moving of bell to the Durand 
Courthouse Museum site.
 Museum curator, Terry 
Mesch conveyed the signifi-
cance of the bell.  “The Big Ar-
kansaw school was the school 
that a very young (16 years old) 
Helen Parkhurst had her first 
teaching assignment.  What 
many of our local community 
doesn’t know is the history or 
the significance that Parkhurst 

had on education during the 
first great education refor-
mation in the 1910-1920’s.  
Parkhurst used much of what 
she learned as a teacher in 
the Big Arkansaw school and 
subsequent work with Maria 
Montessori to hone her own 
educational model, dubbed the 
Dalton Plan”.
 In a nutshell, the Dalton 
Plan focuses on children 8 to 
14.  The same ages that Helen 
taught at Big Arkansaw during 
the 1904-1905 school term.  

Assignments are given at the 
beginning of the week, edu-
cation centers (math, english, 
geography, science, etc..) have 
a lead teacher (sometimes an 
older student) and children are 
responsible to create their own 
fluid schedule to finish their 
assigned work. For example, if 
you are a whiz kid in mathemat-
ics, you could spend an hour in 
the math center; finish all of the 
week’s work and then have the 
opportunity to spend needed 
additional time in science or 

English.  While the Dalton plan 
did not take off in the United 
States, Parkhurst spent a fair 
amount of time traveling the 
world, spreading her educa-
tional plan.  Parkhurst also had 
a radio show about education 
and later a Television show on 
ABC. Today the Netherlands 
are host to most of the Dalton 
Plan Schools.
 The Big Arkansaw School, 

Raising Chickens, Vegetables, Honey and Hope

for the hens, pigs, cows or 
bees, maintaining the garden 
or taking responsibility for the 
woodshop. 
Our tour guide, Shaheed a16 
year old from Birmingham 
Alabama; arrived a few months 
ago in the dead of winter.  “I 
had never seen so much snow.  
We start our day at 7:00 a.m. 

with a workout, followed by 
devotions and breakfast at 8:30 
a.m. “ (Shaheed was keen to 
point out that he suggested a 
fair way for students to help 
with the meals and clean up 
that is now being used on a 
weekly basis). School session 
begins promptly at 9:30 a.m.  
followed by morning chores 

and then lunch.  Personal time 
after lunch is designated for the 
students to read a book, do their 
laundry or catch up on studies. 
Chores in the afternoon are 
interrupted by the 6:00 p.m. 

By Debra Fisher
Staff Writer
  Passer bys may have no-
ticed the remodeling that is 
taking place at 100 West Main 
in downtown Durand.  Pete 
Adler and Ben Rippley have 
partnered together to bring 
a new business to the area.  
Opening in September will be a 
CBD (Cannabidiol) oil facility 
named Sunny Skies. 
 There are many misconcep-

Sunny Skies 
Without the Highs

tions about hemp production 
in the United States. As our 
nation was fighting for it’s 
freedom from England, we 
were also growing fields of 
hemp that was made into a 
variety of products including 
rope, oil and medicines.  It is 
this type of industrial hemp that 
will be grown, processed and 

Black School.  Renamed Big Arkansaw Valley school shortly after World War I.  circa1919.
The bell tower at its new location at Washington Square, 
by the Old Courthouse Museum.

Community liason and spritual menor  Ike Eichhorn greets visitors at the farm.

Business partners Ben Rippley and Pete Adler.
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 packaged in Durand. 
 Industrial hemp is a species 
or variety of cannabis that con-
tains less than .03% THC (Tet-
rahydrocannabinol -the princi-
pal psychoactive constituent of 
cannabis) The average modern 
cannabis plant contains 25% of 
THC.   You will not get high 
if you smoke hemp.  Industrial 
hemp and cannabis plants look 
and smell the same, but hemp 
doesn’t’ have the psychoactive 
properties that cannabis does.  
Industrial hemp has been 
called the plant of 50,000 uses 
because you can use every part 
of the hemp plant. In addition 
to extracting CBD to make 
medicinal items, hemp can be 
used to make plastics, oil that 
can replace petroleum, fiber 
board, concrete, insulation, 
fiber for clothing that has 3 
times the strength of cotton, 
food (yes, I have drank hemp 
milk) and more.
 Industrial hemp is also good 
for the soil.  The plants can 
uptake chemicals and metals 

Sunny Skies
within one season and can help 
rehabilitate damaged land.  It 
can also capture carbon, im-
proving air quality.  Industrial 
hemp is a very sustainable crop.  
Hemp cultivation is one of the 
oldest industries on the planet, 
and was an essential industry 
during the colonial period.  At 
one time the US Farm Bureau 
required farmers to grow a 
quarter acre of hemp. 
 Hemp prohibition began 
when Congress passed the 
Marihuana Tax Act of 1937, 
outlawing cultivation.  Al-
though it is commonly believed 
that cannabis prohibition 
(getting high as a kite) was 
the primary motivation, histo-
rians agree that the industrial 
potential of hemp spurred this 
decision.  Hemp threatened 
big industries like timber, 
petroleum and plastics.  One 
could also speculate that the 
break-out propaganda film of 
1936 entitled Reefer Madness, 
added fuel to the fires of contro-
versy. (Yes, I have watched this 

movie, now in public domain). 
 The business scope of Sun-
ny Skies is that of a vertically 
integrated, seed-to-sale CBD 
company.  Sunny Skies will be 
controlling the entire process; 
from planting the hemp seeds 
to creating a finished CBD 
product with the company 
label.  Adler and Rippley have 
their own farms and are work-
ing with local farmers to grow 
hemp on their land. 
 After the crop is harvested 
and dried, extraction equip-
ment will strip the plant mate-
rials of CBD, distillation equip-
ment purifies the extract and  
a team of product engineers 
that infuse those pure extracts 
into products like tinctures, 
topicals, skin care products and 
sprays.  In addition to being a 
grower, processor and manu-
facturer, Sunny Skies will also 
engage in the wholesale and 
retail sale of CBD products.
 When asked about the rigors 
of current Wisconsin laws 
governing hemp production 

and some of the challenges 
faced with opening this type 
of business, Rippley , who was 
involved in a similar business 
in Colorado, had this to say: 
“The Wisconsin government 
has been extremely helpful and 
easy to work with.  Our biggest 
challenge has been renovating 
the lab on 100 W Main street 
in Durand.  Before we moved 
in, the building was used as an 
office space by Construction 
Install Services.  We’ve had to 
completely redesign the build-
ing to be a USDA food-grade 
manufacturing facility.”
 While the current law does 
not require the level of com-
pliance that Sunny Skies is 
striving for, they are intent on 
creating a world-class facility 
that will serve as a model for 
other companies to follow.  
The renovation process in-
cludes installing epoxy floors 
and covering the walls with 
epoxy, installing a food-grade 
dropped ceiling, reconfiguring 
electrical, adding a sprinkler 

system and fire-proofing the 
building.
 Peter and Ben will be en-
gaged in the day-to-day op-
erations.  The first batch of 
positions will be filled by 
members of the Rippley and 
Adler families, but once the 
lab is up and running, there will 
be positions available for lab 
technicians and sales people.  
Adler and Rippley’s business 
projection is to hire a new 
employee every two months 
beginning in August.
 Additionally, Sunny Skies 
is working with local farmers 
to help make the switch to 
hemp as easy and as risk-free 
as possible.  The business is 
offering financing on seeds and 
seedlings, and free consulting 
on things like planting, trans-
planting, irrigation, pruning, 
general crop management, 
harvesting and drying.
 Adler and Rippley are excit-
ed to be providing this service 
of offering premier CBD prod-
ucts at affordable prices.  CBD 

is non-toxic, non-addictive and 
is being credited with treating a 
host of medical problems, that 
range from epilepsy, anxiety, 
and arthritis and eases the 
devastating effects of cancer 
treatment.  CBD is not readily 
available for people living in 
the country.  So people living 
in rural areas have to rely on 
purchasing CBD products 
online, with little assistance as 
to what product or company to 
trust. Sunny Skies will be able 
to assist customers with their 
needs; answer questions about 
products and help consumers 
pick the right product.
 Look for the grand opening 
in September.  If you have 
questions about growing 
hemp, email Pete Adler at 
pete@sunnyskiesCBD.com 
or call 715-577-8760.  If you 
would like information about 
Sunny Skies CBD products 
email Ben Rippley at ben@
sunnyskiesCBD.com. 

 Septic pumping notices have 
just been sent out to almost 
1,000 properties in portions of 
Pepin County without a mu-
nicipal sewer system. Based 
on state law, property owners 
who are not connected to public 
sewer systems are responsi-
ble for maintenance of their 
septic system. Based on state 
law, septic systems need to be 
inspected at least once every 
3 years and pumped when 
the sludge and scum volume 
equals one third of the volume 
of the tank. Systems installed 
prior to July 1, 2000 are also re-
quired to be visually inspected 
to verify that the wastewater or 
effluent is not ponding on the 
surface of the ground. Please 
note that all systems installed 
prior to July 1, 2000 that are not 
maintained in accordance with 
an approved management plan 
or pumped and inspected every 
3 years are designated human 
health hazards under state law 
(SPS 383).
Properties with holding tanks 
also received these pumping 
notices. Holding tanks gener-
ally need to be pumped more 
often which is based on the 
intensity of the use of water 
within the household or busi-
ness.  State law indicates they 
are required to be pumped 
when the wastewater in the 
tank reaches one foot below 
the invert of the tank. Holding 
tanks are usually equipped with 
alarms that alert the property 
owner that the tank needs to be 
pumped. Pepin County consid-
ers holding tanks to be a system 
of last resort, they can only 
be installed on sites where it 
would be impractical to install a 
different type of system, which 
typically includes replacement 
of tanks in floodplain areas, 
small lots, or sites with signif-
icant limitations that prevent a 

Properely functioning code 
complaint septic systems

drainfield from being installed.   
Private onsite waste treatment 
systems have evolved signifi-
cantly over time as better meth-
ods of protecting human health 
and our water resources from 
human wastes have developed. 
We've come a long way since 
outhouses, cesspools, dry-
wells, or the pipes that simply 
drain into a river or ditch. Pepin 
County issued its first sanitary 
permits in 1966, permits were 
issued by the State Board 
of Health and signed by the 
County Clerk before individ-
uals/plumbers could purchase 
a septic tank. We still have a 
handful of properties that need 
to get their septic system up 
to code, so please take steps 
to upgrade your septic system 
if it discharges to the surface 
or a waterway. Pepin County 
participates in two different 
programs that can help with the 
cost of replacing failing septic 
systems. Please call our office 
(715-672-8897) to determine if 
you are eligible to participate in 
these programs.
 Septic system design has 
been regulated by state law and 
dependent on soil characteris-
tics and depth to limiting fac-
tors (groundwater or bedrock). 
When properly designed, 
installed, and maintained, 
septic systems are designed 
to significantly reduce the 
amount of pathogens found 
in human wastes, including 
viruses, bacteria such as fecal 
coliform, nitrates, as well as 
other household chemicals 
that go down the drain before 
they enter the water table. The 
average residential household 
produces 60 mg/L of nitrogen 
annually, which could poten-
tially contribute to nitrates in 
the groundwater and surface 
waters of Pepin County. 
 Pepin County area plumb-

ers and septic pumpers are 
constantly busy trying to help 
ensure property owners have 
properly functioning code 
compliant septic systems. 
Please make their jobs easier by 
reviewing these tips regarding 
how to care for your septic sys-
tem and materials that should 
NOT be flushed down your 
toilet or allowed to drain down 
the sink:
 • Wipes (baby wipes, wet 
wipes, make-up wipes, and 
flushable wipes are not septic 
safe)
 • Paper towels
 • Trash
 • Paints, oils, thinners, sol-
vents, poisons, etc.
 • Cooking grease or oil
 • Coffee grounds
 • Feminine hygiene products
 • Condoms
 • Diapers
 • Anti-bacterial soaps
 • Dental floss
 • Cigarette butts
 • Cat litter
 • Dead fish or small animals
 • Pharmaceuticals
Household chemicals can 
damage the organisms that 
digest and treat household 
wastes within the septic tank. 
Minimizing the amount of 
harsh household cleaners that 
are utilized within your house 
or business can help promote 
the proper functioning of your 
septic system. Garbage dispos-
al systems can increase the rate 
of accumulation of solids in the 
septic tank. If you utilize a gar-
bage disposal, your tank should 
be pumped more frequently so 
that the solids don’t ruin your 
drainfield. Pepin County Land 
Conservation & Planning De-
partment has septic system’s 
owner manuals available that 
provide additional information 
regarding the proper mainte-
nance of your septic system.

Congratulations!
Mark Chilson was appointed to lead SFB’s 
newly-expanded Insurance Department.

SFB offers:
• Crop-Hail Insurance
• Dairy Revenue Protection (DRP) Insurance
• Multiple Peril Crop Insurance
• Term Life Insurance

An equal opportunity provider.

Contact Mark today at 
715-672-2422 office

715-495-5092 mobile
mchilson@sfbank.com

Mark R. Chilson
Durand Market President

Licensed Insurance Agent

Brommerich News 

 Rural Wisconsin towns are 
scrapping with the statehouse 
in Madison over the amount 
of money the state spends on 
helping fix town roads. 
 The Wisconsin Towns 
Association says nearly 75 
percent of paved town roads 
statewide need “major and 
expensive” repair. 
 One of every 10 paved town 
roads in Wisconsin needs 
“complete reconstruction,” 
according to towns association 
executive director Mike Koles. 
 And one out of four roads 
needs new pavement, Koles 
wrote in the Wisconsin Towns 
Association magazine in May. 
 Towns have been pushing 
many years for increased state 
aid for town road maintenance. 
Some of the statistics are 
alarming. 
 The town and county roads 
that so many people enjoy 
traveling in Wisconsin have 
become more important cogs 
in the infrastructure of the 
state’s economy. 
 Better than half of all road-

Towns pressing state for increased road funding
ways statewide is a town road, 
some 62,000 miles of town 
road, according to the town’s 
association. 
 About 65 percent of town 
roads are paved.  The rest are 
gravel or dirt. That amounts to 
almost 40,000 miles of paved 
town road and 21,700 miles of 
local dirt and gravel roads.
 The town’s magazine em-
phasized the dilemma by 
saying that towns were well 
behind in efforts to “effectively 
and efficiently” maintain local 
road infrastructure. 
 As a whole, required mainte-
nance intervals were severely 
lagging in road crack filling, 
sealcoating, overlays and re-
construction work projects. 
 “Towns are not even close 
to achieving required main-
tenance intervals,” the town’s 
association said. And the prob-
lem is becoming worse every 
year. 
 It would take an estimated 

$435 million above current 
annual investments to achieve 
40-year life cycles for required 
pavement maintenance on 
town roads. 
 And that estimate does not 
include cost of fixing bridges 
and culverts and doing ditch-
ing and tree and brush removal 
along town roads, the associa-
tion said. 
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Support Our Schools-Plum City

GARAGE SALE 
at the 

Plum City 
Legion Hall

Thursday, June 27
8:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Friday, June 28
8:00 am -6:00 pm

Legion 
Bake Sale on 
Friday only!

DuranD Office
103 W. Main Street

 715-672-4252

Preserve your precious
family photos and 

keepsakes...

We Laminate!

C & J Concrete
715-279-8293

Specializing in colored & stamped 
concrete, in-floor heat, basement 
walls, floors, pole sheds, patios, 
garages, tear out & replace. CALL 
US TODAY!

42201

A hub of activity, the once Construction Install services building is having a complete 
remodel to be ready for the September opening of Sunny Skies.
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